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Preface 



This volume contains the invited and contributed papers presented at the Fourth International 
Conference on Perspectives in Hadronic Physics and sent to the Editors within the deadline. 
The Conference was held at the Abdus Salam International Centre for Theoretical Physics 
(ICTP), Trieste, Italy, from May 12th to 16th, 2003, and was attended by about 100 scientists 
from 20 countries. 

The series of Conferences on Perspectives on Hadronic Physics takes place every two years 
since 1997 and follows the seven Workshops on Perspectives in Nuclear Physics at Intermediate 
Energies, organized every two years at ICTP since 1983. The aim of these Conferences is 
to discuss the status-of-the-art concerning the experimental and theoretical investigations of 
hadronic systems, from nucleons to nuclei and dense nuclear matter, in terms of the relevant 
underlying degrees of freedom. For such a reason the Fourth Conference has been focused on 
those experimental and theoretical topics which have been in the last few years the object 
of intensive investigations, viz. the various approaches employed to describe the structure of 
hadrons in terms of QCD and QCD inspired models, the recent developments in the treatment 
of the properties and propagations of hadronic states in the medium, the relevant progress done 
in the solution of the few- and many- hadron problems, the recent results in the experimental 
investigation of dense hadronic matter and, last but not least, the physics programs of existing 
Laboratories and the suggested projects for new Facilities. All papers appearing in the Volume 
have been refereed and properly edited. 

The conference was sponsored by the ICTP and the Istituto Nazionale di Fisica Nucleare 
(INFN). We would like to express our gratitude to Professor Katepalli R. Sreenivasan, Director 
of ICTP, and to Professor Enzo Iarocci, President of INFN, for their generous help. 

We would also like to thank the members of the Advisory Committee for their contribution 
to make the conference a very successful one. 

All the organizational work was taken care of by the efficient and highly professional staff of 
the ICTP. We are particularly indebted to Ms. Marina De Comelli, who was in charge for the 
preparation and the running of the conference, and to Ms. Anna Triolo of the public information 
office. 



Sigfrido Boffi 
Claudio Ciofi degli Atti 
Mauro M. Giannini 
The Editors 
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